


OVERVIEW 
 

This volcanic crater erupts with activity and enjoyment by catering 

for a wide variety of active and passive uses.  

  

PROJECT SUMMARY 
 

Like many other parks in Auckland, this park is one with volcanic 

origins. The crater-shaped domain was formed by an eruption 

20,000 -30,000years ago, and the crater has been gradually filled in 

with soft marine sediments approximately 25m deep. It was a tidal 

lagoon until 1975, when it was filled with 1.5m of imported fill, 

altering the parks overall form. 

 

Two small freshwater lakes were designed to function as collection 

ponds for stormwater from the surrounding residential areas, 

through drainage channels in the domain. These small lakes have 

since become highly valued for the recreational opportunities they 

provide, particularly for radio control boats and duck feeding. 

Onepoto Domain has become Auckland’s premier model sail boat 

site. 

 

The park was developed for active and informal recreation and 

provides two playing fields which are shared by cricket and soccer 

clubs over the different seasons. These fields underwent 

renovations to become irrigated sand carpet fields in the mid 

1990’s.The park is also highly valued for the casual recreation 

opportunities it provides, including a children’s adventure 

playground, walkways, barbecue, picnicking spots and ‘learn to 

cycle paths’. 

 

Remnant areas of significant ecological value can be found in the 

stream systems and wetland area of the park. Established native 

trees can be found along the stream banks, and walking trails line 

one side of the stream, enabling engagement with the bush and 

stream. However, signage for any of the bush trails in this area is 

limited.  
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MAIN ENVIRONMENT MODULE 

INFORMAL RECREATION 

 

KEY FEATURES 

 

LESSONS LEARNT 

 

LOCATION 

18 SYLVAN AVE, NORTHCOTE 

OTHER PARK ENVIRONMENTS  

SPORTS AND ACTIVE RECREATION, 

ECOLOGICAL 

 

SITE AREA 

26.5 HECTARES 

Formed 20,000 -30,000 years ago by a 

volcanic eruption, this crater was 

gradually filled in over the years to 

approximately 25m deep.  

Fresh water ponds 

Children’s play space 

Learn to cycle track 

Bespoke site furniture 

Public barbeques 

Walkway and cycleway 

connections into surrounding 

networks including Tuff crater 

 

Parking – The parking facilities 

provided are not sufficient for the 

type of use promoted in the park. 

As a unique learn to ride track is 

provided here, this has become a 

destination park, drawing high 

visitor numbers to the playground 

without sufficient car parks to meet 

peak demand. Parent’s often visit 

with prams and several bicycles, 

however the parking offered is too 

narrow to allow easy access. It 

also does not provide pedestrian 

walkways, making it unsafe for 

children who are eager to access 

the play space.  

Weed Control – weeds have been 

allowed to run rampant in a large 

section of the park, making it 

effectively inaccessible and 

unusable, along with degrading the 

natural environment.  

 

DESIGNER 

SOUL ENVIRONMENTS 

 

KEY PROJECT INFORMATION 
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UTILISE THE ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

 

1. Native planting stabilises stream banks, creates 

habitat and intercepts runoff before entering the 

waterway. 

 

2. Stormwater that enters the domain through 

drainage channels from the surrounding 

neighbourhood is detained. This improves water 

quality and flow rate, while adding aesthetic and 

recreational value to the park. 

 

3. Hard paving may be more expensive to 

implement, but is harder wearing and requires 

less maintenance and associated costs over time. 

Native planting along this drainage channel helps clean contaminants from the water before it is discharged into the sea.  
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This place space has made the most of this park/crater’s undulating landform, incorporating risky heights as a challenging play feature.  
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TREASURE THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

1. Elements such as this flying fox add a level of 

risk and challenge to play, which is very 

important in children’s development. 

 

2. Undulating landform adds height to play 

features and contributes towards imaginative 

and active play. 

 

3. Planting integrated into the play space 

ensures seamless integration with the 

surrounding planted areas, creating more 

opportunity for adventure. 
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ENJOY COMFORT & SAFETY 
 

1. The distinctive volcanic crater shape of this park 

means there is plenty of passive surveillance from 

residential properties located on the crater rim. 

 

2. Vast areas of open, uncluttered space create a 

flexible and adaptable space for a range of 

activities. 

 

3. Low planting and thin or limbed up tree planting 

maintains clear sight lines, making the park feel 

open, safe and comfortable. 

This park provides sufficient amenities such as open grassy areas for picnicing, bicycle parking areas and picnic spaces all around the 

play space.  
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CONNECT PEOPLE 
 
1. Keeping the edges of the park open to the 

surrounding neighbourhood allows for 

passive surveillance of the space, and 

enhances the connection between the 

community and its park. 

 

2. There are a number of access points to 

Onepoto Domain, including a number of 

wide connections to streets and cul-de-sacs 

which provide clear, safe and conspicuous 

entrances and exits for the neighbouring 

community. 

 

3. Sports fields entice social interaction 

through organised and casual sporting 

activities. 

The sports fields bring people together and help create lasting friendships through healthy; active competition.  
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 ENJOY COMFORT & SAFETY  

 

 

1. Planting integrated into play spaces adds a greater 

level of play value and adventure to the playground 

elements. 

 

2. The distinctive volcanic crater shape of this park 

means there is plenty of passive surveillance from 

residential properties located on the crater rim. 

 

3. The play space is one of the destinations along the 

‘learn-to-cycle’ loop, adding to the many interesting 

elements that make an educational, fun and exciting 

experience. 

The park is actually a volcanic crater which means there is heaps of passive surveillance provided by houses in the surrounding hills, 

making the park feel watched and safe.  
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ENJOY HEALTH, WELLBEING AND FUN 

 

1. Playing fields are orientated to minimise glare and 

disruption from low sun angles. 

 

2. A community hall is clustered next to other facilities 

including the changing sheds, toilets and car parking, 

and is available for public hire. 

 

3. The changing sheds and toilets adjacent to the sports 

fields are also central to the park, allowing easy access 

for all. 

 

 

These attractive playing fields help local people to get active and keep fit.  
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UTILISE OUR RESOURCES EFFICIENTLY 

1. Extensive native revegetation creates 

habitats, improves water and air quality and 

adds visual amenity to the residential 

properties that look down on the park. 

 

2. Use of volcanic rock in gabion mesh 

cladding contributes to the sense of place, 

recalling the park’s volcanic origins. 

 

3. Bollards and low fences restrict vehicle 

access to the sports fields, and allow for 

easy pedestrian access to the open space. 

The sports changing rooms and toilets are centrally located, so they also serve the play space and pond activity areas, reducing the 

need for additional buildings on site. 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 



11 

CONNECT PLACES 

1. These ponds serve multiple functions, including 

stormwater detainment, habitat for fauna and 

recreational use for model boat racing. 

 

2. A network of pathways connect the various areas 

of the park, and connect the park to the 

surrounding neighbourhood. 

 

3. As well as native planting, significant trees were 

retained for their historical and intrinsic values, 

such as these swamp cypress. 

A network of paths links the parks major activity nodes together and provides an attractive opportunity for cyclists.  
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TREASURE OUR COMMUNITIES 

1. Despite being a highly modified environment, the 

resulting open and uncluttered park has created a 

communal space that utilises and celebrates its 

unique volcanic landform and identity. 

 

2. Bespoke gates and site furniture further enhance 

the identity and sense of place. 

 

3. The use of basalt ties in with the park’s volcanic 

origins. 

This artistic entrance feature creates a distinct sense of place.  
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